Acromegaly, as defined by an excessive chronic hypersécrétion of growth hormone, is exceptionally inherited (1) . Familial acromegaly has been described in about ten kindreds as the clustering within a single family of several related cases with isolated somatotroph adenoma and acromegaly (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) . However (5) and the study of an extended pedigree (6) have suggested that the mode of inheritance may be autosomal dominant with variable penetrance. The HLA cluster does not appear to be involved (7) . Familial multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1 (MEN-1) is another autosomal dominant disease predisposing to multifocal tumours of the parathyroids, the endocrine pancreas and the pituitary (8) . A candidate locus for MEN-1 has been localized on the long arm of chromosome 11 (9 (14) .
Results

Acromegalie cases
Clinical features observed in acromegalie subjects are given in Table 1 Haplotypes at the MEN-1 locus could be constructed with four genetic markers (Fig. 1) (19, 20 
